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Figure 3.3

± Final ranks for individual dredging areas = average of the sum of 
the ranks of the 1:54 rectangles that correspond with each 
individual dredging area.
 
Although relatively crude, this method of assessment does enable 
comparisons between the different dredging areas to be made more
easily.
 
However, it must also be recognised that this crude methodology 
can result in an over-estimation of the importance of certain 
dredging areas in terms of herring spawning.  This is because 
although a dredging area may lie within the boundary of a 1:54 
square with a high larval density figure, in reality only a small % of 
the dredging area may overlap with the square.  Therefore, the 
dredging area may be assigned as having high larval density, 
although the actual sampling point for the IHLS was located >10km 
away from the dredging area.
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